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A
fter recognizing connections between
energc the environment and the economy,
N.J. is developing programs that promote
clean, reliable energy supplies and much

needed financial stimulus.
The N.J. Energy Master Plan (EMP),

which was issued in its final version
in October 2008, is a “road map” for
the Garden State. The EMP describes a
number of long-term actions and more
immediate investments designed to ease.
energy costs, create jobs, develop clean
energy businesses and “establish the
clean energy industry as a cömerstone
of the State’s economy.” The EMP’s goals
and action items include maximizing energy
conservation and efficiency, reducing peak
electric demand, increasing the use of renewable
energy sources, enhancing the state’s energy
infrastructure, and investments in innovative
clean energy technology businesses to stimulate
growth. Investment in the energy infrastructure
alàne is expected to reach $33 billion by 2020
and create 20,000 jobs by 2015.

New Jersey’s climate change program, among
other things, establishes a system for limiting
emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) through an
allowance trading programand mandates how
the proceeds from the sale of tIese allowances
are used. Each C02 allowance represents an
authorization to emit one ton of C02, and
each fossil fuel-fired electric generator, with
few ‘exceptions, would be required to acquire
and retire CO2 allowances in an amount equal
.to its emissions of. C02 during each control
period. With nearly 23 million tons of C02
available in the state’s base budget for C02
allowances in the years 2009 through 2014, the
proceeds that the state could collect from the
sale of C02 allowances could be very large. The
clearing:price for C02 allowances at the Dec.
17, 2008 auction was $3.38, and New Jersey
reportedly collected approximately. $15 million
from the sale of allowances. The state’s climate
change program ensures that these funds are
put to good use. By statute, approximately 60
percent of the proceeds from the sale of C02
allowances are allocated to provide grants and
other forms of financial assistance to suppoit
end-use energy efficiency projects, new state-
of-the-art generation facilities and investment in
carbon abatement technologies.

As part of the govemor’s Economic Stimulus
Plan, the commissioners of New Jersey’s agencies
were instructed to accelerate where feasible all

currently funded capital spending projects. The
state’s electric and gas utilities filed petitions with
the NJ Board of Public Utilities (NJBPU) seeking
authorization for acceleration of capital projects

to improve energy infrastructure. The
proposals contained in the petitions
submitted by the seven utilities
feature substantial capital spending
over a two-year period ranging from

4 approximately $27 million to $698
million. The capital projects that are
part of these proposals include electric
delivery system improvements and
reinforcement, gas main replacement

and construction as well as investments in
solar installations and new metering technology.
Implementation of these accelerated capital
prOjects, if approved by the NJBPU, is expected to
protect and improve the reliability of the state’s
energy delivery systems, promote spending and
create jobs. Meanwhile, the NJBPU is developing
the programs necessary to ensure that federal
economic stimulus funding is properly applied to
appropriate renewable energy projects.

The NJBPU launched a Renewable Energy
lnçéntive Program for 2009 that provides
incentives for renewable energy projects. Under -

the program, residential solar projects less than
or equal to 10 kW can receive a rebate of $1.75
per watt if the ratepayer completes an energy
audit or $1.55 per watt without the audit.
Rebates of $1 per watt are available to non
residential sOlar projects that are less than or
equal to 50 kW. Incentives also are available
for wind and bio mass projects based on system
production and capacity. Additional rebates
âme available for. projects that use renewable
energy systems or components manufactured or
assembled in New Jersey. These incentives are
in addition to the ability of renewable system
operators to sell credits known as Renewable.
Energy Credits (RECs),, which are generated by
and based on the electricity that a renewable
energy system produces.

The availability of funding through New
Jersey’s energy and environmental programs
must not be overlooked by anyone looking to
develop an energy-related project in the state.

Christopher J. McAuliffe is an attorney in the
energy group at Morgan Lewis. Visit W4W

morganlewis. corn for rnore information.

The Ni Economic Stimulus programs
are vast and varied. Find out more.

LEGAL. Q&A

Q hat kinds of things can my
company do to cut costs with

respect to our trademark portfolio?

A Clean House & Prioritize.
Audit your marks. Determine

which of your marks are economically
the most important to protect and
allocate your resources accordingly.

Reconsider Enforcement Strategy.
Reconsider which law suits and
oppositions are key to protecting your
most valuable marks. Opposition actions
can be an expensive part of your budget
If possible, try to find a way to settle
using a co-existence agreement for less
significant markets.

Leverage Foreign Filing Strategies.
Where possible leverage the Madrid
System to extend your trademark rights
into other countries withouthaving to file
domestic applications. Also L! regional
filing to cover multiple countries (e.g.,..’
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Consid,era smaller’firrn for your legal work;
Especially for trademark work smaller
firms are generally equally capable and
less costly for providing trademark legal
servic’es, and a smaller firm will consider
you to be an important client:

MORE

Click for additional
information from
Giordano, Halleran
& Ciesla, P.C.

Environmental Programs Seek to Stimulate Growth

MORE

Kurt E. Anderson, Esq. is a shareholder
at Giordano, Halleran & Ciesla, PC. and
chair of the firm’s Intellectual Property and
Technology Practice Area. He can be reached
at kanderson@ghclaw corn or 732-741-3900.

TechNews I www.njtc.org I April 2009


